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openly declared itself in favour of the statics quo. It was believed
that many of the clergy held similar views but were prevented from
making full use of their influence over the population by their fears
that their bishops might transfer them to the Reich, and suggestions
were made that an Apostolic Delegation should be appointed for the
Saar during the time of the plebiscite. The Vatican, however, con-
tented itself with sending an 'observer' to the Territory in the person
of Mgr. Testa, who had carried out a similar mission in the Rhineland
during the Separatist troubles of 1923. He remained in the Saar till
August 1934, when he was succeeded by Mgr. Panico. Both observers
maintained the strictest neutrality.

The political situation was made still more difficult by the arrival
of refugees who had left Germany by way of the easily crossed frontier
of the Saar. Many of these were on their way to other countries, but
among the comparatively few who remained in the Territory1 there
were those who found it a convenient base of operations for anti-Nazi
activities, and who were very ready to take part in the plebiscite
campaign though they were not themselves qualified to vote.

Whether or not the German Government, the Saar Nazis and the
leading 'reunionists5 belonging to other parties had ever been seriously
alarmed by the possibility of even so much as a large minority for the
status quo, they certainly had recourse to a compromise between the
method of encouraging the immediate Nazification of the country
and that of influencing the voters by working through the existing
parties. In May 1933 Herr Hitler declared that the Saar political
parties were not to be dissolved at the same time as the parties to
which they were affiliated in the Reich, and the single political
organization which was established, in the autumn of that year, to
carry on the campaign for reunion was not the Nazi Party but the
Deutsche Front, a fusion of the small parties of the Right, the Nazis
and the Centre Party. This latter at first stipulated that it should
keep its identity within the framework of the new organization, but
was persuaded to withdraw this reservation, and on the 13th October
it agreed to dissolve itself. The Nazi Party, however, kept its separate
existence, and its leader became the Landesfuhrer or leader of the
Deutsche Front.

By the late spring of 1934 the Deutsche Front was claimed to have

1 The number of refugees at the beginning of 1934 may be estimated by the
response to the Governing Commission's decree of the 7th February regarding
political asylum. Not more than 646 persons reported to the Directorate of
Internal Affairs, 579 of whom received identity cards, the other cases being
referred back for further consideration. By the 31st October of that year the
number of refugees was officially stated to have risen to 1,100.